Fig. 8
Stone spindle-whor!
from Dolla Church.

Fig. 9 Polished stone adze-head from Dolla Church.

The other artifact found has even less apparent relevance to the site. It is a small stone
thick-butted adze-head (Fig. 9), found in the north-eastern corner of the church, in disturbed
soil well above the level of the lowest wallstones. It measures 11.6cm. in length, 5.1cm. in
maximum width and 2.7cm. in maximum thickness. Dr. Williams believes it to be “Too fine
grained to be recognizable without sectioning. Not limestone. Probably not a basalt. Possibly
local provenance (too soft to be worth anything in terms of transport)”. Such objects ought
normally be dated to the Neolithic or Earlier Bronze Age. and it would therefore seem that it
must either have been lost in the actual area some three or four thousand years before any
church was built on the site or that it had been found in relatively recent times, kept as a curio,
and subsequently lost, hidden or otherwise deposited in the north-eastern corner of the
church.

Several quernstone fragments were also found in the graveyard, but none from the actual
excavations.
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Fig. 10 Possible appearance of Dolla Church in late 15th century (nos. I and 2) and in late 16th
century (no. 3).

While it is difficult to be in any way certain about the original appearance of Dolla Church, Fig.
10 shows some suggestions — | am particularly grateful to my friend and colleague Liam de
Paor for help with these reconstructions and for much invaluable discussion concerning the
architectural history of the site; I am also grateful to Professor Barry Cunliffe, of Oxford
University, Thomas Fanning, of University College, Galway, and Willie Hayes, Director of the
reconstruction work on the site, for similar useful discussion. 1 wish also to acknowledge
thanks to Padraig O Flannabhra, Photographer, Nenagh, for Figs. 1, 2 and 5, to Redmonds,
Roscrea for Fig. 6 and to Angela Gallagher, Artist-Draughtsman in the Department of
Archaeology, University College, Galway, for re-drawing Figs. 2 and 10 and drawing Figs. 7-9.

A detailed description of Dolla Church will be published elsewhere, with the full excavation
report.

The Tipperary Historical Society is very grateful to University College, Galway, for a generous
grant-in-aid towards the publication of the article on the excavations of Dolla Church by
Professor Etienne Rynne.
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